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Law schools and legal aid in the Philippines
CARLOS P. MEDINA,JR.

Introduction
The delivery of legal services to the poor and underprivileged in Philippine society
has traditionally been the responsibility of the implementing agencies of government and
the judiciary. This has been carried out mainly through lawyers of the Citizens Legal
Assistance Office of the Department of Justice and the legal aid committee of each chapter
of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines, the main lawyers' organization in the country
created by the Supreme Court.
These efforts are supplemented by the work of a small but growing number of private
law groups whose programs have made legal services more accessible to the poor in
remote places. As for law schools, however, their role in this area of legal work has
historically been quite minimal.
Recent developments in legal education, however, may pave the way for an enhanced
role for law schools in the delivery of legal services to poor Filipinos. In particular,
changes in the law curriculum and the adoption by the Supreme Court of a rule allowing
law students to practice law on a limited basis have redirected the thrust of legal education
for the benefit of students and poor litigants. These are significant developments in
Philippine legal education which this paper will attempt to describe.
For the purposes of this seminar, this paper is divided into two parts. The fIrst part
focuses on legal education in the Philippines in general. It outlines the objectives of legal
education, presents a brief profIle of law schools, and discusses important changes in the
law curriculum. The second part explains the Law Student Practice Rule adopted by the
Supreme Court and describes the clinical legal education programs of law schools based
thereon, including the legal aid programs of law schools as a whole. The paper ends with
a summary and outlines some possibilities for law schools on the delivery of legal
services to disadvantaged groups in the Philippines.

1. Formal
A. Meaning

legal

education

in the

Philippines

and objectives of legal education!

The term "legal education" is understood in the Philippines to refer to an educational
program which focuses on the understanding and application of law &I1dthe administration
of justice. It includes a clinical program and is taken only after the completion of a
required pre-legal course at the college leveJ.2

1.

2.

For this part of the paper, I have relied heavily on two sources: (a) a study conducted in 1989 by the
Bureau of Higher Education of the Department of Education, Culture and Sports, entitled: State of
Legal Education in the Philippines: and (b) the Policies and Standards for Legal Education issued by
the Department of Education, Culture and Sports on March. 30, 1989 (DECS Order No. 27, S. 1989)
Section I, Article. I DECS Order No. 27 (1989)..
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Legal education in the Philippines seeks to attain the following general objectives:
(a)

To prepare students for the practice of law;

(b)

to produce especially committed members of the legal profession of compet{(nce
and integrity with an awareness of the needs of deprived and oppressed sectors of
society;

(c)

To train persons for national leadership; and

(d)

to contribute towards the promotion and advancement of justice and the
improvement of its administration, the legal system and legal institutions in the
light of the historical and contemporary development of law in the country and
irl:other countries of the world.l

Aside frOIl\ these general objectives, law schools have formulated program objectives
based on their particular missions. For instance, the law school of the University of the
Philippines, the main public law school in the country, aims to prepare and train its
students not only to become competent lawyers but also to be responsible leaders in
public service. On the other hand, the law school of the Ateneo de Manila University, a
sectarian institution run by the Society of Jesus, hopes to "develop good and committed
Catholic lawyers" in accordance with the university's mission to form "men for others" ,2

B. Profile

of law schools

Formal legal education in the Philippines started during the Spanish regime when the
University of Santo Tomas in Manila established a Faculty of Civil Law in 1734. In
1911, under the American colonial administration, the University of the Philippines
opened the country's first public law school. After World War II, more law schools were
formed and their number has continued to increase ever since.
Today, there are 57 colleges and universities in the Philippines which offer law
courses to around 20,000 students (as of school year 1988-89). Most, if not all, are coeducational and located in Manila and other key cities.3 Of the 57, only four are stateowned; the others are private schools, many of which are owned by religious
denominations.

Administration

and facuIty

The administration of a Philippine law school is governed primarily by its own
policies. At the head of administration is a dean who should have the following
qualifications: (I) a member of the Bar in good standing, preferably with a further graduate
degree in law; (ii) at least two years experience in a law school which, however, may be
waived for highly distinguished members of the Bench and Bar; and (iii) at least three
years of relevant administrative experience,4
A law faculty member should preferably also have a graduate law degree. He must
have been a member of the Bar in good standing for at least five years, or less if he has
graduated with academic honours from the law school or has placed among the top ten

1.
2.
3.

4.

Section 1, Article II, DECS Order No. 27 (1989).
1989-1990 Calalogue of the Ateneo de Manila University School of Law,
Of the 57 law schools in the Philippines, 16 are located iI:lMetro Manila (National Capital Region)
and eight are in Cebu City (Central Visayas Region), the country's second largest city. The rest are,
more or less evenly distributed among twelve other regions in the country. (DECS 1989 Study)
As a whole, law deans are male, in their late 50's and possess extensive work and teaching experience.
Most of them are active leaders of professional organizations in their respective regions. (DECS
1989 Study)
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successful examinees in the bar examinations.1
The faculty roster in many law schools include prominent members of the judiciary
and legal practitioners known for their expertise in specific areas of law or for having
topped the bar exams. Most are engaged either in law practice, employed in government
agencies, or with private business organizations. As a rule, therefore, law faculty
members teach on a part-time basis. This is why they are usually unable to spend enough
time with their students outside the classroom.
In terms of teaching strategy, the favourite method of law professors all over the
country is the question-and-answer or recitation method, more commonly known as the
Socratic method. As described in the catalogue of one law school:
"[It is] a system found to be most effective in developing the student's power of
analysis, reasoning ability and facility of expression. Daily assignments on codal
provisions, court decisions and authorities are given by the professor, and the student
is called upon to recite to determine whether he has properly and correctly assimilated
the law, its philo~ophy and its application. "2
Under this method, the major burden of classwork is borne by the law student. It is often
used along with the lecture and case study methods ..Many professors also require their
students to write research papers and report their findings in class.
Law

students

As of school year 1988-1989, there were 19,677 students enrolled in law schools
around the country.3 About half of the law student population study in Manila primarily
because of the concentration of big and prestigious law schools in the country's premier
city.
Like their law professors, due to financial and other reasons, most law students are
working students. They hold full-time jobs with either government offices or private
institutions while studying law at the same time. Their jobs have not prevented many of
them from taking full study loads in their respective law schools. But because of their
work, many students devote less time for their studies. This largely accounts for the low
survival rate of students in law schools around the country.
Policies

on admission

and

retention

of students

Admission to a law course is governed by government regulations which require the
applicant to have completed a four-year high school course and be a holder of four-year
Bachelor of Science or Arts degree.4 Moreover, law schools are required to administer a
Law Admissions Test to determine the articulation skills and scholastic ability of
applicants.s

1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

The bar examinations are given yearly to law graduates and only those who pass the exams are
allowed to engage in the practice of law in the Phillipines, the comprehensive exams cover specified
bar subjects and are extremely difficult. Studies show that through the years, law graduates have not
been performing well in the exams. From 1978-1987, for instance, the average mortality rate of bar
candidates in the exams was 68.88 per cent. The exams are administered by the Supreme Court
pursuant to its authority under Article VIII, Section 5 (5), of the Constitution to promulgate rules
concerning admission to the practice of law.
1989-90 Catalogue of the Ateneo de Manila University School of Law,
On the average, a law student is around 29 years old, with a higher ratio of male to female and single
to married students.
The pre-law courses which students usually take are those in the social sciences and in the area of
business. Only a few take up courses in education, criminology and Olherfields of study.
Section 6, Rule 138 of the Rules of Court; DECS Circular No.4 (1961); DECS Order No. 27 (1989).
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There is no uniform entrance test given by law schools nationwide. As long as one is
given, law schools basically have discretion on its form and substance. Many also
interview applicants, consider the average of their pre-law grades or set other requirements
(e.g. essay writing exercise of certificate or good moral character) before accepting them in
law courses.
New students or transferees are often admitted on a selective basis. Some law schools
accept new students or transferees only if they have no failing grades. Others look into
their weighted average of grades in previous curriculum years.
Among the grounds for dismissal of students from law schools are the following:
misconduct, irregular class attendance, behaviour problems, failure in bar subjects, low
weighted average, failure in non-bar subjects and subject repetition.!

C. The law curriculum
Law schools in the Philippines are generally allowed to design their own law
curriculum using the interdisciplinary approach and based on the objectives of legal
education.2 This prerogative, however, is subject to the authority of the Supreme Court
under the Constitution to promulgate rules for admission to the practice of law.
Moreover, the law curriculum must be approved by the Bureau of Higher Education of the
Department of Education, Culture and Sports.
To help law schools prepare their respective ,curriculum, the government has
prescribed a Model Law Curriculum formulated in 1989 by the Philippine Association of
Law Schools and the Philippine Association of Law Professors. It classifies -law courses
into four areas: perspective, (ii) basic, (iii) specialized, and (iv) practicum. (Cr. Appendix
I)

The perspective courses include such subjects as Introduction of Law, Roman
Legal History, Legal Philosophy, Legal Profession and Legal Bibliography. These
be taken ahead of the basic law courses. Ideally, students should have taken them
their preparatory courses; they are offered primarily for those who have been unable

Law,
may
up in
to do

so.

The basic law or core courses are those in the general areas of Civil Law, Political
Law, Commercial Law, Criminal Law, Remedial Law, Labor Law and Legal Ethics.
These are subjects generally prescribed by the Supreme Court as part of the coverage of
the annual bar examinations.
The specialized or elective courses are those which cover various areas like Election
Law, Agrarian Law, Banking Law, Taxation, Human Rights Law, Law on Municipal
Corporations, Copyright and Intellectual Properties, Forensics, and Advanced Legal
Writing. The offering of such courses is basically left to the direction of the law schools.
Moreover, law schools may enter into cross enrolment arrangements with one another for
the specialized or elective courses.
The practicum courses are those which expose students to the practical aspects of the
law, and as such, are considered as mandatory. These include courses like Legal Research,
Legal Counselling, Statutory Construction, Appellate Practice, and Clinical Legal
Education.
Legal Ethics is made a basic component of all law courses. Law schools are therefore
asked to encourage faculty members to stress the ethical aspects in each law course as
1.
2.

DECS 1989 study.
Law schools in the Phillipines operate on a semestral basis. A school year is made up of two
semesters with five months of study per semester.
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much as possible. Law schools are also encouraged to specialize in specific areas of law.
The Model Law Curriculum, as described above, was introduced only on March 30,
1989. As far as the records indicate, it is the third such program formulated by the
government's education department The first law curriculum model was issued in 1946. It
prescribed a four-year law curriculum and set the total unit requirement at 122. It was
revised in 1963 to stress basic knowledge of the law. Course content was enriched and
unit allocation was increased, bringing the total number of units required for graduation to
134.
The 1963 law curriculum, however, overemphasized the theoretical aspects of
lawyering. It gave little importance to legal ethics and the requirements of actual law
practice. More importantly, the 1963 curriculum offered little flexibility for law schools
to adapt to continuing changes in the laws of the nation, in the legal profession, in the
government bureaucracy and in society in general.
Hence, the 1989 law curriculum was adopted. It also prescribes a four-year program,
but with government approval a law school may spread out the regular four-year program
to a period of five academic years. Like the 1963 curriculum, it pegs the total number of
units required for graduation to 134. However, it gives law schools sufficient discretion to
require more units up to a maximum of 152.
The 1989 curriculum prescribes an interdisciplinary approach to legal education,
integrates Legal Ethics in the teaching of law courses, and encourages specialization. As
the dean of one law school commented:
"The introduction of electives is significant because it will provide law schools
the opportunity to prescribe subjects, which in the opinion of the law schools will
(a) complement the study of law, (b) cause some degree of specialization, and (c)
investigate and study a law-related social or administrative problem. For instance, a
nagging problem which confronts us today is the clogging of court dockets. Lawyers
must therefore turn to extrajudicial processes of solving conflicts. Through an
elective subject-Alternative
Dispute Resolution-the
law schools can familiarize
students with negotiation, compromise and arbitration techniques.
"If desired, a law school may also assemble all its elective subjects along a
particular field of law to which a law school may want to be identified with ... Every
·law school will therefore have its own strength and students can select their school
on the basis of their intended specialization."l

II. Law schools and the delivery of legal services to the poor
As mentioned earlier, one of the general objectives of legal education in the
Philippines is to form committed and competent lawyers who possess "an awareness of
the needs of the deprived and oppressed sectors of society." For this reason, law schools
are encouraged to maintain legal aid clinics to supplement classroom instruction and at
the same time benefit indigent clients.

A. Clinical legal education

program

under rule 138A

To further realize the said objective, in 1986 the Supreme Court adopted Rule 138A
of the Rules of Court, otherwise known as the Law Student Practice Rule. (Cr.
Appendix II) Rule 138A enables law students to represent indigent clients on a limited
basis. It provides that:
"A law student who has successfully completed his 3rd year of the regular four-years
1.

Eduardo de Los Angeles, "The Model Law Curriculum," 32 Aleneo Law Journal 79 (1988).
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prescribed law curriculum and is enrolled in a recognized law schools' clinical legal
education program approved py the Supreme Court, may appear without
compensation in any civil, criminal or administrative case before any trial court,
tribunal, board or officer, to represent indigent clients accepted by the legal aid clinic
of the school." (Section 1, Rule 138A)

Based on Rule 138A, the Philippine Association of Law Schools proposed to the
Supreme Court that the clinical legal education program envisioned under the Rule should
have, among others, the following features:
(a)

Its principal purpose should be to prepare qualified students for law practice
through supervised appearances in court, and to ensure the adequate protection of
indigent clients.

(b)

As minimum requirements for acceptance to the program, students should have
finished their third year course and have satisfactorily passed Civil and Criminal
Procedure, Evidence, Special Proceedings, Trial Technique, Legal Forms and
Legal Ethics.

(c)

Enrolment in the program will be credited two units per semester, and may be
made in lieu of Practice Court I and/or Practice Court II.

(d)

There should be at least one lawyer for every five students who shall directly
supervise and expose them to all aspects of litigation and impress upon them
legal and judicial ethics. Students should be made fully aware that the rules on
privileged communications between attorney and client also apply to similar
communications made or received by them under the program.

(e)

Cases to be accepted under the program should be screened as to merit, issues
involved, necessity and financial need of the client.

if) The legal clinic should endeavour to have linkages with chapters of the Integrated
Bar of the Philippines, legal aid centers and law firms.
These guidelines have been used by the Court in considering petitions for the
approval of clinical legal education programs of various law schools. The court has
approved five of the applications so far. These are the clinical legal education programs of
the law schools of the University of the Philippines (V.P.), Ateneo de Manila University,
Araullo University of Cabanatuan City, Andres Bonifacio College of Dipolog City, and
Ateneo de Davao University.
Of these programs, those of U.P. and Ateneo de Manila are probably the most
extensive and advanced. The other programs are relatively recent and have yet to be fully
tested. What follows, therefore, is a description of the programs of the U.P. and Ateneo
law schools.

U.P.'s

clinical

legal education

program

The clinical legal education program of the U.P. College of Law is administered by
the Office of Legal Aid, a pioneer in legal assistance work in the country. The office was
established in 1974 to implement curricular changes in the law school. Its main
objectives are: (i) to expose students to law practice under the supervision of faculty
members, and (ii) to instill in them public service and social involvement by providing
free legal assistance to indigent litigants in the Manila area ..
Thus, even before Rule 138A came out, V.P. was already providing its law students
with the opportunity to engage in law practice. Its legal aid office already had
arrangements with selected judges, fiscals and hearing officers of administrative bodies to
allow its students to handle the actual litigation of cases pending before them under the
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supervision of a lawyer.!
As presently described, U.P.'s program is integrated in the curriculum as Practicum I
(four units), and practicum II (four units). Each course, which is required of senior law
students is divided into a practicum and classroom component. Under this set up, in
addition to time spent in the classroom, a student is required to render a minimum of 60
hours practicum service each semester in his final year for a total of 120 hours.
The practicum component offers an internship, externship and outreach program. The
internship program is a clinical program directly conducted by the Office of Legal Aid. In
the externship program, the student is placed as an apprentice with a government or
private law office. Under the outreach program, the student is allowed to engage in
community work related to legal matters with a government or private organization.
The program is offered only to law students who have finished the third year of the
regular four year curriculum or fourth year of the five year curriculum and have completed
all procedural law subjects.' Moreover, they must have passed the course on Legal
Drafting.
Since the program is part of the requirements of the law school, most, if not all,
senior law students enrol in the program every semester. They are divided into groups and
work in pairs; each pair responsible for at least four cases. Most of the cases are of walkin individual clients and in the nature of civil, criminal, administrative and labor cases.
In at least two cases handled by interns ofU.P's Office of Legal Aid, it was explicitly
commended by the Supreme Court for its "energetic defense" of indigent clients who
would otherwise have been convicted unjustly.2

Ateneo's

clinical

legal education

program

The clinical legal education program of the Ateneo de Manila University Schoo~ of
law is also integrated in the law curriculum with a classroom and practicum component.
Students enrolled in the program are given rigid training in the class room before they are
al)signed to handle selected cases under the close supervision of faculty members and
Ateneo alumni practitioners.
The practicum component is handled by the Ateneo Legal Aid Office and the Ateneo
Human Rights Center. Both institutions are based in the law school and are under the
supervision of the law school dean.
The legal aid office has been in operation since 1961. It was set up to service the
legal needs of indigents in Manila and nearby areas. Its target beneficiaries include
agricultural and industrial workers, farmers, and the urban poor. Aside from engaging in
litigation and extending legal advice to indigent litigants, it conducts research and training
seminars. Student members of the Ateneo Legal Aid Society provide the research and
manpower support to the activities of the office.
On the other hand, the Ateneo Human Rights Center was established in 1987 as a
university-based institution for the protection and promotion of human rights in the
country. It aims to form and train Ateneo human rights lawyers and at the same time
extend assistance to victims of human rights violations. Its programs include the
following: internship, exposure, education, jail decongestion and litigation.
1.

2.

In Cantimbuhan v Hon. Cruz, G.R No. L-51813 November, 29 1983, the Supreme Court upheld the
right of Office of Legal Aid interns to represent the offended party in criminal cases pending before
Municipal/Metropolitan Trial Courts against the contention that non-lawyers can appear before
courts only in remote places where there are no available members of the bar.
Salvacion v Sandiganbayan (July II, 1986) and People v Pecardal (November 24, 1986).
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Under the internship program, qualified law students are assigned to work for two
months during summer with various human rights/legal aid groups around the country
and selected human rights groups abroad. During their stay with their host agencies, the
interns interview clients, draft pleadings, make court appearances, conduct seminars, and
generally help in the work of their host agencies. In so doing, they are able to extend
legal assistance to the indigent clients of their host agencies, which include the following:
farmers, workers, urban poor, fisherfolk, tribal communities, women, children and
prisoners.
The short version of the internship program is the exposure program where selected
students spend around two weeks with host agencies during the semestral break.
The Centre's education desk conducts paralegal training and human rights seminars
for grassroots communities, people's organizations and schools around the country. It also
holds legal consultations in coordination with the litigation unit, which handles cases
involving violations of human rights of whatever nature (civil, political, economic,
social or cultural). The Unit is primarily responsible for the jail decongestion program
under which students extend legal assistance to detention prisoners of a nearby jail.
In its various activities, the Centre relies heavily on the support of law students who
have joined the internship program. The students, in turn, get academic credits for their
work, although many participate in the activities of the Centre (and the Legal Aid Office)
even without credit and primarily to learn more about human rights advocacy.

B. Legal aid programs

of other schools

Besides the five law schools whose clinical legal education programs have been
approved by the Supreme Court, there are around seven other law schools in the country
with legal aid programs.t There programs may not be as organized or extensive, but the
legal services they render are as important especially because they operate mostly in
depressed rural areas in the provinces.
In implementing their programs, they maintain links with and rely on the support of
. alumni practitioners,
local chapters of the Integrated Bar of the Philippines, the
government's Citizens Legal Assistance office, private law firms and legal aid groups, the
office of the state. prosecutor, and the courts. Interestingly, one law school coordinates -its
legal assistance program with the outreach program of the local representative in
Congress.2

C. Problems

and constraints

As in the operation of law schools, lack of funds
legal aid programs of law schools in the Philippines.
only about one-fifth of the law schools in the country
the benefit of disadvantaged groups in society. And
chronic financial constraints continue to seriously
operations.

is a major problem that affects the
It is in fact the main reason why
have legal assistance programs for
for those with existing programs,
hamper the effectiveness of their

Some law schools which used to have legal aid programs, have discontinued them for
1.

These are the law schools of the following colleges/universities:
San Pablo Colleges of San Pablo
City (Region 4); Aquinas University of Legazpi City and University of Northeastern Philippines of
lriga City (Region 5); Silliman University and Foundation University both of Dumaguete City, and

Universityof San Jose Recoletosof CebuCity (Region7); and ChristThe KingCollegeof Calbayog
2.

City (Region 8).
The College of Law of the University of Northeastern Philippines in lriga City (Region V) requires its
senior law students who take part in its legal aid program to co-ordinate with the outreach program of
Congressman
Alfelor's office.
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lack of funds. Several of those still in operation are supported mainly by donations/
contributions from alumni lawyers, faculty and students. A few have been fortunate
enough to be recipients of funding support from institutions like Ford Foundation, The
Asia Foundation and CEBEMO:l
Besides the financial problem, existing programs have to be refined in terms of
organization and technology. For many, there is need to develop an efficient system of a
accepting and referring cases, and to expand linkages not only with legal groups but also
with grassroots organizations and marginalized sectors.
Manpower problems also seriously limit existing programs because the great
majority of law faculty members and students are part-time and, as such, cannot give
sufficient time to legal assistance work.
Many other problems, particularly area-specific and client-related, are encountered by
existing programs in the field. Some of them for instance, can be gleaned from the
following observations by the faculty supervisor of Silliman University's legal assistance
program after its first year of operation:
"The LAP [Legal Assistance Program] was received by the community with
mixed feelings. Many believed that the LAP will be a new and innovative avenue of
bringing the underprivileged closer to the law. Some sectors, however, received it
with some degree of skepticism. This is where problems usually cropped up. For one
thing a seminar on legal education was disapproved because the mayor of a town felt
that the College of Law students were only versed in 'legal theories' rather than the
actual conditions in the barangays. Another mayor refused the holding of a seminar
because according to him, and I quote: 'For political purposes, I don't want the people
to think that I am inefficient.' Another mayor thought of the LAP as a front of the
Communist Party of the Philippines, on account of which he formed a commission
tasked with the duty of further investigating and studying the existence, nature and
objective of the LAP. In these three towns no legal education can be launched.
"The attitude of the people is another problem. Some people believe that the
program is another form of dole out, in spite of the fact that we made it a point to
emphasize that it was not. That is why we undertook the legal education seminars
and other forms of legal assistance provided the participants or beneficiaries shoulder
part of the cost by way of counterpart. "2

4.

Conclusion

In general, recent developments in Philippine legal education bode well not only for
law students but also for indigent litigants. Under the new law curriculum, law schools
seek to train students to be knowledgeable both in the theoretical and practical aspects of
the profession, impressed with legal ethics and aware of the needs of marginalized groups
in society. This thrust has been bolstered by the Supreme Court's adoption of a new rule
which allows law students limited practice in representation of poor litigants under a law
school's clinical legal education program.
Pursuant thereto, a number of law schools have set up legal assistance clinics not
only to expose law students to actual practice but also to benefit poor litigants. Their
1.

2.

Among ihe law schools which receive some funding support for their legal assistance programs from
foreign institutions are those of the University of the Philippines, Ateneo de Manila University,
Ateneo de Davao University, and Silliman University.
Introductory Statement on the Legal Assistance Program of Silliman University by Atty. Sedillo,
Conference on the LAP: The Silliman Experience. February 9-10, 1990, Silliman University,
Dumaguete City.
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efforts are commendable. But their programs are severely constrained particularly by lack
of fmancial and manpower resource. One of the most formidable challenges, therefore, for
law schools is how to set up and maintain legal assistance programs with a minimum of
resources. Possibilities other than the establishment of legal aid offices will have to be
considered.
It would be instructive to study the existing programs of some law schools in this
regard. The intemship/extemship
programs of the D.P. and Ateneo law schools, for
instance, show that schools can strengthen legal assistance work in general by making
law students lend additional staff support to other organizations engaged in the delivery of
legal services to the poor. A law school can develop a similar program without
necessarily having to create its own legal aid office. It can encourage its students who
have to complete apprenticeship requirements to work with legal aid groups instead of
traditional law firms.
Another possibility would be for law schools to actively encourage the initiatives of
student organizations. At the D.P. law school, for instance, the D.P. Paralegal Volunteers
Organization conducts free legal education seminars for non-government organizations and
marginalized sectors, provides manpower support to some human rights groups, and
renders legal first aid to victims of injustice. It activities could be replicated by student
organizations in other law schools with the support of the school administration.
At the Ateneo law school, an elective course called Street Law gives students the
opportunity to share their knowledge by teaching basic law to public high school
students. The program does not directly involve the delivery of legal assistance. It simply
seeks to bring the law to the grassroots in a more digestible form. But this is another
worthwhile effort which other law schools could emulate.
The delivery of legal services to disadvantaged sectors in Philippine society need not
be the domain of government and private law groups only. Law schools also have a
responsibility and the capacity to harness the knowledge and skills of faculty members
and students to the end that justice may become a more meaningful reality for ordinary
Filipinos.

Appendix I
Model

Law Curriculum
(LL.B)
First Year

Persons & Family Relations
Co,stitutional Law I
Criminal Law I
Legal Profession
Legal Research
Statutory Construction

4
3
3
1
2
2
15 units"-

•

Obligations & Contracts
Criminal Law II
Constitutional Law II
Legal Writing
Legal Ethics

5

3
3
2
2

15 units"-

In addition thereto, other perspective courses may be offered; e.g. Introduction to Law, Roman Law,
Legal Philosophy, Legal Bibliography, provided that the total course offerings for each term shall
not exceed 18 units.
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Second Year
Property
Lands Titles & Deeds
Sales
Criminal Procedure
Labour Standards
Elective/Practicurn I

4
1
2
2
2
2

Negotiable Instruments Law
Credit Transactions
Administrative Law
Civil Procedure
Transportation
Public Intemationallaw
Elective/Practicum II

t3 units·

3
3
2
4
2
2

1
17 units·

Third Year
Succession
Legal Counselling
Business Organization I (PAT)
Taxation I
Labour Relations
Insurance
Elective/Practicurn m

4
2
3
2
3
2
2

Business Organization II (C)
Evidence
Torts and Damages
Legal Forms
Taxation II
Problems Areas in Legal Ethics
Special Proceedings

4
4
2

1
3
2
2
18 units

18 units
Fourth Year
Civil Law Review
Constitutional Law Review
Criminal Law Review
Legal Medicine
Labor Law Review
Elective/Practicum IV
Practice Court I (Practicum V)

4
3
4

1
2
2
2
18 units

Civil Law Review II
Remedial Law Review
Commercial Law Review
Conflict of Laws
Practice Court II
Elective

4
4
4

2
2
2

18 units

1.

Schools offering Criminal Law I (General Principles) as 2-unit subjects may
offer Criminal Law II (Specific Crimes-3 Units) and Criminal Law III (penalties2 units) at the same time designated as Criminal Law II (Specific Crimes and
Penalties) as a 4-unit course.

2.

Suggested Electives-Roman
Law (2 units); Introduction to Law (1 unit); Legal
History (1 unit); Legal Philosophy (2 units); Special Commercial Law (2 units);
Law on Natural Resources (1 unit); Law on Municipal Corporation (1 unit);
Copyright and Intellectual Properties (2 units); Election Laws (1 unit); Social
Legislation (1 unit); Forensics (2.units); Advanced legal Writing (1 unit) and
Laws on Public Officers (1 unit).

3.

AU review subjects in the fourth year shall be considered as electives and shall be
taught through an integration of books/laws under said review subjects.

4.

Pertinent rules in Special Proceedings may be offered as a separate subject or
integrated in Persons (Guardianships
Adoption, Change of Names etc.)
Succession (Settlement of Estate and Constitutional Law (Habeas Corpus and
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Escheats).
5.

Students who intend to become trial lawyers/general practitioners; may be
allowed to enrol in the practicum subjects for their electives. (See course
description for Practicum I to Practicum IV).

6.

Alternative dispute resolution. e.g. arbitration and conciliation may be integrated
in the subject Legal Professioli.

Appendix II
Rule

138A

Law student practice rule
(Adopted by the Supreme Court on December 18, 1986)
Section 1. Conditions for Student Practice.-A law student who has successfully
completed his 3rd year of the regular four-year prescribed law curriculum and is enrolled in
a recognized law school's clinical legal education program approved by the Supreme
Court, may appear without compensation in any civil, criminal or administrative case
before any trial court, tribunal, board or officer, to represent indigent clients accepted by
the legal clinic of the law school.
Section 2. Appearance.-The appearance of the law student authorised by this rule,
shall be under the direct supervision and control of a member of the Integrated Bar of the
Philippines duly accredited by the law school. Any and all pleadings, motions, briefs,
memoranda or other papers to be filed, must be signed by the supervising attorney for and
on behalf of the legal clinic.
Section 3. Privileged communications.-The
Rules safeguarding
privileged
communications between attorney and client shall apply to similar communications made
to or received by the law student, acting for the legal clinic.
Section 4. Standards of conduct and supervision.- The law student shall comply with
the standards of professional conduct governing members of the Bar. Failure of an
attorney to provide adequate supervision of student practice may be a ground for
disciplinary action.

